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From the Executive
Director

The hard work and generosity of many people led
to another stellar year at the Children's Museum
of Oak Ridge (CMOR). | have been calling 2024
“The Year of the Project.” | cannot remember any
other year in my career when so many projects,
some of them large and complicated, were
completed.

While 2023 was the 50th anniversary of the
museum's founding, 2024 was a quiet 50th
anniversary of the museum's move into the former
Highland View Elementary School. Many of the
museum's projects in 2024 focused on the facility,
including the completion of an ADA accessibility
ramp to the World of Trains area; the installation
of an exterior ADA ramp leading from the Healthy
Living exhibit to the Flattop House compound; the
renovation of a restroom and storage area behind
the museum's gym; and new carpet in several areas
of the building.

Three of the completed projects were exhibit-
related, includin(\;/a major renovation of the
flooring in the TVA WaterWorks exhibition,
funded in part by a competitive grant from the
Tennessee State Museum Capital Maintenance
and Improvements program. A new exhibit, Meet
Alvin Weinberg, opened in the museum's
Discovery Lab. You can read more about that
project below. Lastly, tremendous progress was
made on the Flattop House including the
completion of interior and exterior repairs,
painting, and the installation of the Victory Brick
walkway.

Behind the scenes, work progressed on a new
museum website, and the museum rolled out a
new tagline: Curiosity for All Ages. It's a little
tricky when our name says that we're a children's
museum when, in reality, CMOR is a museum that
all ages er%jo . Just ask the 45,322 people who we
served in 2024!

None of this would be possible without our
dedicated staff, board, volunteers, and many
friends. Thank you again for putting CMOR first in
your heart.

Beth Shea
CMOR Executive Director
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In Kind Donors:
92

People Served:
45,322

Memberships:
240

Camp Participants:
139

Volunteer Hours:
2,355

Grants:
$195,234

Gala Sponsorships:
$47,000

Weinberg Papers Project

From the
President

| continue to marvel at
the impact the
Children's Museum has
on local patrons and
visitors from across the
country. The level of
staff, volunteer, and
board engagement
demonstrates our strong
commitment to
continuing its legacy.
Whether it's the food or
music that fills the air
during the International
Festival or the
generosity
demonstrated by our
guests at the Annual
Gala, the museum
continues to inspire,
motivate, and create an
experience that will last
for years to come. I'm
proud of its
generational influence,
and enrichment, and |
am honored to be
associated with the
Children's Museum of
Oak Ridge.

Brian Arrington
President, CMOR Board of
Directors

On October 27, 2024, a new CMOR exhibit opened to the public featuring the life and accomplishments of
Alvin Weinberg, a famous scientist and director of Oak Ridge National Laboratory from 1955 to 1973, and
long-time Oak Ridge resident. The grand opening and ribbon cutting were hosted by the Oak Ridge
Chamber of Commerce and featured the museum's executive director Beth Shea, volunteer project manager
Ronnie Bogard, Richard Weinberg (the son of Alvin Weinberg), and Syd Ball, a renowned Oak Ridge
physicist who worked with Weinberg. City Council representatives, Friends of ORNL members, CMOR
board members, and project team members filled the Discovery Room to celebrate the new exhibit.

This corner exhibit was designed and developed as the third phase of the Alvin Weinberg Archive Project.
Titled Meet Alvin Weinberg, the exhibit was the culmination of a seven-year, three-phase project that
included the digitization and public access of Weinberg's large collection of personal papers. The
“"Weinberg Corner" as it is affectionately called, is found on two walls of the Discovery Room with a life-
size graphic of Weinberg, an atomic timeline of his life, a "Did You Know" poster, and short descriptions
that introduce him to museum visitors. The exhibit features a hands-on state-of-the-art kiosk that contains
extensive information, building on what is found on the walls. Whether it is photographs, quotes, a more
detailed timeline, or more information from the archive, there is something for everyone. To keep younger
visitors engaged there is a table and chairs with hands-on activities—a museum tradition! We are not done,
though. A new STEM exhibit about Weinberg is being planned with the hopes of securing grant funding.

Ronnie Bogard
CMOR Volunteer Project Manager
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